In Memory of Albert G. Dragalin
(1941-1998)

He was one of our professors at the Lajos Kossuth University, Debre-
cen in mathematics, computer science and informatics. Russian by birth,
he lived in the Soviet Union till 1983, the date when he came to Debrecen
and became our colleagne, first in the Computer Center and later in the
Institute of Mathematics and Informatics. Professor Dragalin completed
his studies in the Northern part of Russia, near Archangelsk. He grad-
uated from Moscow State University (MGU, 1958-1963), where he later
wrote his PhD dissertation under the supervision of Andrei Andreevich
Markov, under the title: Foundations of Markov’s constructive selection
principle. As a research fellow (1963-1966) he was involved in research on
mathematical intuitionism, and proof theory. He was an assistant, later
associate professor (1966-83) of the same Moscow University, at the Chair
of Mathematical Logic. Dragalin devoted his teaching activity mostly to
mathematical logic. He wrote a nice monograph: Mathematical Intuition-
ism (Introduction to Proof Theory), which was translated into English in
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the seventies. He is the author of two other books, together with Kol-
mogorov, in mathematical logic. The fifties and sixties of our century
were excellent years in mathematics at Moscow University. One could find
there Kolmogorov, Markov, Gelfand, Petrovskii, Lyapunov, Tikhonov and
many others from the old generation. At the same time, also the new gen-
eration appeared: Arnold, Girsanov, Tikhomirov, Shiryaev, Prokhorov,
Sinay, Dobrushin, etc.

In Hungary, Professor Dragalin has been interested in computer sci-
ence and its applications. His research work and teaching activity were
entirely devoted to these topics. In 1988 he became Doctor of the Hungar-
ian Academy of Sciences (D. Sc.), with his dissertation: Cut-elimination
methods in higher-order logics. He was involved in many directions of
computer science as, e.g., logic programming, machine translation, arti-
ficial intelligence, non-standard analysis. From 1989 he has been a full
professor in informatics and the head of the Computer Science Depart-
ment. He was a member of the Editorial Board of our journal. He wrote
more than 90 scientific publications and 4 books. He liked very much his
teaching activity, he gave his lectures in Debrecen in Hungarian, with a
nice accent. It was a hard job for him to do this, Hungarian being not a
widely known language. Professor Dragalin was always optimistic, he did
not believe that his life would be so short. We lost a good friend, an active
scientist, and his small family the father and husband.

M. Araté
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